BIYC and TS KOOPA join Forces 6Mar 2010
TS Koopa and the Bribie Island Yacht Club joined forces on Saturday March 6 for the first match racing day of 2010. BIYC were honoured to host members of the Australian Navy Corps T.S. Koopa.. The club dinghies which include Corsairs, RS Fevas  and Pacers sponsored by Cornetts IGA, Bribie Island RSL and Bellara ChemWorld, were rigged as strategic alliances were forged in the form of match racing teams.

The course was set and the briefing was given. The format was that each team would race in each type of vessel and accumulative points .The focus was on family teams with husband/wife, father/daughter and father/son combinations being popular.

Competition was fierce between rivals with Barry and Seth Colson from BIYC battling with Gary and Lynda Schoenauer from TS Koopa showing well honed skills and elegant racing styles. Sterling performances were also delivered by Lief Haas and his 7 year old daughter Jasmine, Jeremy and Shayna, young sailors who demonstrated the value of good capsize training. Excellent performances were delivered by team Kevin and Tim as well as Michael and Mitchell.
Outgoing tide and swirling gusts challenged skippers and crews along with dodging moored boats near the finish line but the ‘piece de resistance’ was the ‘Le Mans’ style starts where dinghies were beached, the start / finish required touching the wall at Sylvan Beach, crews ran  to their craft, push out lowering the keel and rudder. Naturally this led to abject mayhem, great humour and wonderfully entertaining starts and finishes. Some skippers resorting to ‘throwing’ crew overboard to swim for the finish! Of course all safety precautions were in place.

The final race for the day set on a longer course and a ‘gloves off’ competition with the fastest skippers ‘knobbled’ and the slowest skippers given the fastest boats. The start was hectic as the fleet jostled for position, the handicaps were effective as the fleet were very close heading to the first mark. The fast Corsairs were stretching their legs but the wiley experienced skippers would not give up easily. Positions changed, tactics were playing out, competition was friendly and fierce. But then disaster, Barry and Seth capsized coming around a mark but the agile pair righted quickly as other competitors swapped positions. The finish was as close as can be with seconds between the first three vessels. 
“It was a great opportunity to get together, we had teams of all ages, girls and boys, husbands and wives all having a great day” said commodore Malcolm Hollywood.
First place for the day went to Gary and Lynda from TS Koopa, second went to Barry and Seth from BIYC third went to Michael and Ellen from BIYC.
If you are thinking of sailing, why not consider the family oriented, community spirited Bribie Island Yacht Club, please check us out at www.bribieislandyachtclub.org
